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Place Value 
Skill 4 - 1G 

Benchmark Numbers 
 

Example 
 

 
This jar has 20 gumballs. 
Use the number 20 as a 
benchmark to estimate the 
number in the next jar. 

 
 
About how many gumballs are 
in this jar? 

 
Circle the most 
reasonable number 
 
A.  About 50 gumballs 
 
B.  About 200 gumballs 
 
C.  About 900 gumballs 

1. 

 
 
This car has 4 wheels. 

 

 
 
Use the benchmark to decide 
about how many wheels are on 
these cars in all? 

 
Circle the most 
reasonable number 
 
A.  About 40 wheels 
 
B.  About 400 wheels 
 
C.  About 1,000 wheels 

2. 
 

 
There are about 10 cookies 

in this bag. 
 

 

 
About how many cookies are in 

this bag? 

 
Circle the most 
reasonable number 
 
A.  About 30 cookies 
 
B.  About 100 cookies 
 
C.  About 300 cookies 
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Directions: Follow the directions for each problem.  
3. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Circle the most 
reasonable number 
 
A.  About 20 ladybugs 
 
B.  About 100 ladybugs 
 
C.  About 500 ladybugs 

There are 10 ladybugs 
here. 

About how many ladybugs are 
here? 

4. 

 
 

This jar has 50 gumballs. 
 

 
 

About how many gumballs are in 
this jar? 

Circle the most 
reasonable number 

A. About 50 gumballs 

B. About 75 gumballs 

C. About 200 gumballs 
 

5. 
 
 

 
 

 

Circle the most 
reasonable number 

A. About 40 ladybugs 

B. About 100 ladybugs 

C. About 200 ladybugs 
 

There are 20 ladybugs 
here. 

About how many ladybugs are 
here? 
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Directions: Follow the directions for each problem. 
6. 

 
 

 
 

Circle the most 
reasonable number. 

A. About 100 gumballs. 

B. About 180 gumballs 

C. About 250 gumballs 
 

This jar has 150 gumballs. 
Use the number 150 as a 

benchmark to estimate the 
number in the next jar. 

About how many gumballs are in 
this jar? 

7. 

 
 

There are 5 ants here. 
 

 
 

About how many ants are here? 

Circle the most 
reasonable number 

A. About 10 ants 

B. About 20 ants 

C. About 100 ants 
 

8. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Circle the most 
reasonable number 

A. About 40 gumballs 

B. About 80 gumballs 

C. About 150 gumballs 
 

There are 20 gumballs 
here. 

About how many gumballs are 
here? 
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Answer Key 
Skill 4 - 1G 

Benchmark Numbers 
Pg. 1 
1. A.  About 40 wheels 2. A.  About 30 cookies 

 
 

 

Pg. 2   

3. B.  About 100 ladybugs 
 
 

4. B. About 75 gumballs 5. A. About 40 ladybugs 

Pg. 3 

6. B. About 180 gumballs 
 
 

7. B. About 20 ants 8. A. About 40 gumballs 
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